
COURSE OULTINE & LECTURE SCHEDULE 2015 
Geog 304 A01 Coastal Conservation 

 
Instructor: Dr. Chris Darimont.  (email: darimont(AT)uvic.ca) 
 
Course Website:   via http://www.web.uvic.ca/~darimont/    password: ‘grizzly’ 
 
Class Time: Mon & Thurs, 1000-1120 in CorA221 
 
Office hours: Thursdays, 1430-160 (SSM B362)  
 
Course Textbook: None. Assigned readings. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
(1) to learn about the most pressing conservation issues facing the BC coast 
 
(2) to understand the natural and social science concepts that underlie these issues 
 
Course Description and Learning Outcomes:  
The central and north coast of British Columbia (aka the Great Bear Rainforest [GBR]) 
has faced only minimal industrial disturbance compared with other coastal areas 
anywhere in the world.  The region’s considerable capacity to provide economically 
valuable resources, however, is becoming increasingly recognized and exploited. In 
contrast, the Salish Sea (south coast) has faced significant human stressors for decades.  
Currently, it faces modern and more significant threats.   
 
We will examine the most contemporary of conservation issues facing the coast under 
two broad categories: Energy Development and Exploitation of Biological Resources.  
Examples include oil & gas development/transport and fisheries exploitation, 
respectively.  These are the issues of our coastal ‘backyard’ that are covered almost 
weekly in the popular press. One goal of the course is that you will become better 
equipped to navigate through their complexity. 
 
More importantly, this course will also allow you to understand many of the concepts 
that underlie these issues; after all, many issues transcend BC and apply to conservation 
concerns elsewhere.  For example, in the Exploitation section, we will cover the 
ecological, evolutionary and ethical implications of fisheries and wildlife exploitation, 
concepts that are applicable to any area where animals are exploited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEK OF JANUARY 05: INTRODUCTION & CORE CONCEPTS 
 

WEEK OF JANUARY 12: ENERGY 1 (OIL & GAS) 
***Group Presentation 1*** 
 
WEEK OF JANUARY 19: ENERGY 2 (OIL & GAS cont’d) 
***Group Presentation 2*** 
***Group Presentation 3*** 
 
WEEK OF JANUARY 26: 



Mark breakdown 
Group Presentation       15% 
Midterm Exam (Feb 19)     25% 
Major Paper outline


